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To promote and motivate superior student achievement in 
academics, community service, and arts and humanities and to 
complement existing recognition programs.



Capt. Robin McKenzie served as the commanding officer of 
the Naval School of Health Sciences-San Diego and interim 
commanding officer of the Medical Enlisted Training Center 
Command, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. A graduate of Bridgeport 
High School, she received her bachelor’s degree in nursing from 
West Virginia Wesleyan College in Buckhannon in 1977. She 
was commissioned as an ensign in the United States Navy Nurse 
Corps in March 1978.

Capt. McKenzie’s assignments included the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md.; Charleston Naval Hospital, 
Charleston, S.C.; Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth, Va.; 
Naval Hospital Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico; Naval Hospital 
Jacksonville, Florida; and Naval Medical Center, San Diego, Calif. 
Between her tour in “Rosie Roads,” as it is fondly remembered, 
and assignment to Jacksonville, Fla., Capt. McKenzie was 
selected for Duty Under Instruction (DUINS) at the University 
of Florida in Gainesville. She received a master’s degree as a 
clinical nurse specialist in critical care nursing. She was selected 
for DUINS a second time in 1997 and received her doctorate 
in nursing from the University of San Diego in San Diego, Calif. 
Before transferring to San Diego as the executive officer, she 
served at Naval Medical Center, Portsmouth, Va., as the senior 
nurse executive and researcher.

Capt. McKenzie served as the specialty leader to the surgeon 
general of the Navy for Critical Care Nursing 1990-1996. She is a 
member of Sigma Theta Tau National Honor Society for Nursing 
and several military and national nursing organizations.

Her military awards included the Legion of Merit, Navy 
Meritorious Service Medal (2), Navy Commendation Medal (2), 
Navy Unit Commendation, National Defense Service Medal(2), 
Global War on Terrorism Medal and Overseas Service Ribbon. 
Among her civilian awards, she is the recipient of the Hewlett 
Packard Award in Nursing Excellence and Florida Nurse’s 
Association Clinical Excellence Award. 
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Welcome.............................................................Chris Denson

Opening Remarks..............................................Gary Bowden
	 Master of Ceremonies

Dinner

Overview of Student Achievement Program.......Chris Denson

Remarks.............................................................Susan Collins
	 Superintendent, Harrison County Schools

Introduction of Guest Speaker..................................Vic Fisher

Keynote Address..................................Capt. Robin McKenzie
	 Davis-Jackson Alumni Award Recipient

Presentation of Davis-Jackson  
   Alumni Award........................................................ Vic Fisher 

Presentation of Scholarships.............................Susan Collins, 
	 Lindy Bennett and Mary Lou Jones

Recognition of National Merit Scholars..........Melanie Squires 
	 and Mary Ann Spadafore

Closing Remarks................................................Gary Bowden 
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Bridgeport High School
Elizabeth Baker
Brandon Bartlett
Summer Elder
Kaitlin Gates
Katherine Grisso
Matthew Holbert
Olivia Kinney
Adrianna Lindsay
Ian Murray
Justin Seti
Dylan Sheldon
Jake Stafford
Wellington Sutton
Austyn Williams

Lincoln High School
Tiffany Benson
Kristi Morgan
Karah Swiger

Notre Dame High School
Gregory Allen
Kyle Fiesler
Patrick Garcia
Wauneka Leeson
Aravind Reddy
Kasandra Reese
Wesley Rogers
Zachary Shreves
Patrick Shroyer
Sarah Wheeler

Robert C. Byrd High 
School
Amanda Ashley
Keith Axton
Bryanna DeFazio
Bethany Dzielski
Christopher Folio
Sarah Folio
Donald Kopp
Kayla Lantz
Adara Mihaliak
Jordan Mitchell

Kolbe Academy Home 
School	
Clare Tillman

Liberty High School	
Bridget Dombkoski
Veronica Fragale
Casey Jarvis
Casey Limer
Kaitlyn Noe
Hanna Pratt
Ashley Pratt
John Starkey
Chelsea Workman
Emma Turner

Bridgeport High School
Allen Chen
Jake Stafford

Home School
Kelsey Beevers
Clare Tillman

Robert C. Byrd High 
School
Bethany Dzielski

Nicholas Post
Sarah Queen
Lucie Romano
Kelvin Thomas
Katie Warne

South Harrison High 
School
Rachel Duryea
Dakota Kirby
Amanda Madurski
Phillip Rabanal
Marisa Stickel
Ryan Turner

The purpose of the Harrison County Student Achievement Pro-
gram is to recognize achievement of students in Harrison County’s 
public and private high schools. The intent is to inspire and moti-
vate students to achieve their maximum lifetime potential.

The Harrison County Student Achievement Program was 
formed in 1992 and, including scholarships presented this eve-
ning, has provided more than 700 scholarships to students who 
best exemplify the philosophy of the Harrison County Student 
Achievement Program. The applicants with the highest scores 
receive $1,000 scholarships. Other winners receive $500 scholar-
ships.


